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Misha Rachlevsky and Russian String Orchestra

The Chamber Orchestra Kremlin was formed in September 1991 by Moscow-born and
educated violinist and conductor Misha Rachlevsky. He had previously founded the
New American Chamber Orchestra (1984) and the Chamber Orchestra of Granada,
Spain (1989). To celebrate the Chamber Orchestra Kremlin's 25th anniversary season
in 2016, Rachlevsky renamed his ensemble the Russian String Orchestra (RSO). In its
first 28 seasons, the orchestra performed over 2,500 concerts in Russia and on tours
to 26 countries on four continents, released over 30 recordings, won several notable
awards, and commissioned and premiered numerous works by composers from
Russia, Europe and the US. In 2017, the RSO returned to the UK for the first time since
1994 for a Herald Angel award-winning run at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, where
they showcased the extent and variety of their acclaimed touring repertoire, from the
most profound compositions to popular encores. The challenge of being one of very
few Russian orchestras of international repute which does not rely on state funding
fuels the ensemble’s quest to fully realise its potential in concerts, recording studios,
and educational projects.

RSO 2019 Highlights

March: 42nd tour to the USA, covering 6 states

May: Recording of original music by Doug Lofstrom,
an acclaimed bassist and composer from Chicago,
[llinois

May / June: Second tour to China, including two
concerts in Shenzhen, the modern metropolis linking
Hong Kong to mainland China

July: CD release on Naxos, with the first recordings of
3 major works by world-renowned American
composer, Richard Danielpour

August: Third consecutive appearance at the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe

October / November: 43rd tour to the US, including a programme with dance legend
Nina Corti in San Antonio, Texas

Continued with our extensive educational programmes in both Russia and overseas



Russian String Orchestra - Edinburgh

2019

Music Director First Violins Second Violins Violas

Misha Rachlevsky Evgeny Pravilov, Galina Yurchenko, Fedor Vetrov,
concertmaster principal principal
Oksana Koliasnikova  Vera Butysina Nikita Sidorov
Valeriya Sidorenko Anna Tsypel Lev Serov

Veronika Roshchyna

International Director: Ken Climie
Tour Support: Yana Maslovskaya, Ilya Liventsev

RSO Contact Details

Ken Climie, International Director
+44 7831 437712 +7 926 735 2621
Ken(@RussianStringOrchestra.com Valerie Potter, Press & PR

Press.here(dvirgin.net

Misha Rachlevsky, Music Director WhatsApp +44 7956 874590
+7 985210 4401 +1 714 420 5355

Misha(dRussianStringOrchestra.com

WhatsApp +1 714 420 5355

Cellos

Andrey Berezin,
principal

Alla Pitirimova
Vladislav Almakaev

Double Bass

Alexander Pavlov,
principal



Misha’s Gang

Around 45 minutes of these 70-minute programmes will be devoted to one of four
themes. Representative works from each theme are listed below...not all will be
played each time, so no two concerts will be exactly the same, even with the same
theme! The balance of the programme will include works both old and new, profound
and not so profound. Each Sunday we will be joined by Karen Marshalsay, one of
Scotland’s leading harpers, and a master of all three Scottish harps.

Scandinavian Smorgasbord

Listening to this programme will make one realise what we are losing with globalisation enter-
ing every corner of our lives and activities. Quickly, name two pairs of important composers
from Italy and from Scandinavia. Do | hear Verdi - Puccini and Grieg - Sibelius? Quite likely
so...and if one can mistake Verdi for Puccini or Grieg for Sibelius, mistaking Verdi with Grieg is
far less likely. All the works on this programme, however, as different as they are, are unmis-
takably Scandinavian, from the ‘powerhouse’ figures of Grieg and Sibelius to a number of lesser
known, but equally commendable, custodians of the great Scandinavian classical heritage.
Please join us for this wonderful trip. Misha Rachlevsky

EDVARD GRIEG String Quartet in g (in orchestral version)
EDVARD GRIEG Suite “From Holberg's Time”, Op. 40
JEAN SIBELIUS Romance in C major, Op. 42

JEAN SIBELIUS Valse Triste, Op. 44

LARS-ERIK LARSSON Romance

CARL NIELSEN Little Suite

NIELS GADE Novelettes

JACOB GADE Jalousie

Music of the Night

If there is “music of the night”, there should be “music of the day”, right? Well perhaps,
perhaps...but why then nothing immediately jJumps to mind, while for the former the list assem-
bles itself in a moment? After spending some time thinking about it and not finding an answer,
we decided to ask our audience for help. So, at the concerts with this programme the listeners
will have a chance to submit their explanation, and the best entry will receive a very nice
reward, right there and then! Returning however to the “night”, in these programmes we will
revisit some powerful old favourites from 2018 in the form of Mozart, Schoenberg and Boccher-
ini, while adding some other fine examples of the genre. Misha Rachlevsky

ARNOLD SCHOENBERG Verklarte Nacht (Transfigured Night)
W.A. MOZART Eine Kleine Nachtmusik

ALEXANDER BORODIN Nocturne

ANTONIN DVORAK Nocturne

LUIGI BOCCHERINI Night in Madrid

GABRIEL FAURE Nocturne

GEORGE GERSHWIN Lullaby



Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)

Dance music might very well be one of the main reasons why music came into existence in the
first place. And it followed the development of humanity every step of the way, from the
caveman hitting one stone with another in a rhythmical sequence, to an electric drum machine
doing the same thing (oops... a full circle?), only, thanks to the thousands of years in interim,
10,000 times louder! But between these two milestone events, there was a short blissful period
of a few hundred years, when real dance music was created for ballroom and country dances,
stage and just listening. And it is the latter that we invite you to partake of and enjoy!

Misha Rachlevsky

FRANZ SCHUBERT Minuet in d minor

THE STRAUSS FAMILY Waltzes, Gallops and Polkas

RICHARD STRAUSS Suite of Waltzes from Der Rosenkavalier
ZEQUINHA DE ABREU Tico-Tico

MATOS RODRIGUES La Cumparsita

P.l. TCHAIKOVSKY Waltz from Serenade for Strings

AARON COPLAND Hoe Down (from Rodeo)

ANDREY PETROV Waltz from “Beware of the Car”

SCOTT JOPLIN Paragon Rag

ANTONIN DVORAK Slavonic Dances

JOHANNES BRAHMS Hungarian Dances

SERGEI RACHMANINOV Hungarian Dance for violin and orchestra
BELA BARTOK Romanian Folk Dances for violin and orchestra
RODION SHCHEDRIN Quadrille

FEDOR VETROQV The Drank Dance

IGOR STRAVINSKY Tango

SALIM KRYMSKY Jewish Dances

ALFRED SCHNITTKE Minuet

ASTOR PIAZZOLLA Various Tangos

Golden Nuggets

Major works in common classical music programmes last 30-40 minutes, some take up to an
hour and even more. One of the major challenges to the performers of music of this type is to
hold this structure as a whole, without losing sight of its dimension. In day-to-day language, the
composition should not feel too long.

The challenge of writing and performing ‘miniatures’ is directly the opposite in nature, as the
limited time should not feel insufficient to define the work's emotional characteristics. Prokof-
iev, for example, succeeded magnificently, writing Visions Fugitives as a piano cycle of 20
miniatures. The average length of each is about one minute, and some as short as 20 seconds.
Barshai transcribed 15 of them for string orchestra. They are great fun to perform and, hope-
fully, to hear. Tchaikovsky's wonderful Children’s Album, arranged by Dubinsky for string
orchestra, is of a similar ilk. We will also include several wonderful ‘miniatures’ from the

bottomless collection of RSO encores! Misha Rachlevsky

SERGEI PROKOFIEV Visions Fugitives, Op. 22 (arr. by Barshai)
P.l. TCHAIKOVSKY Children's Album, Op. 39 (arr. by Dubinsky)
TOM SCHNAUBER In Memory of Henri Temianka

P.I. TCHAIKOVSKY Trepak

W.A. MOZART Turkish March

NIKOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV Flight of the Bumble Bee
CARLOS GARDEL Por una Cabeza

LEROY ANDERSON Jazz Pizzicato

LEROY ANDERSON Fiddle-Faddle

ESKENDER BEKMAMBETOV "Beethoven from Malakhovka”

Some Russian folksongs...and other miniatures from the bottomless collection of RSO’s
encores!



Misha’s Gang Performance Schedule

Friday 02
Saturday 03
Sunday 04

Monday 05
Tuesday 06
Wednesday 07
Thursday 08
Friday 09
Saturday 10
Sunday 11

Monday 12
Tuesday 13
Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Friday 16
Saturday 17
Sunday 18

Monday 19
Tuesday 20
Wednesday 21
Thursday 22
Friday 23
Saturday 24

Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)
Music of the Night
Golden Nuggets (plus Karen Marshalsay)

Scandinavian Smorgasbord

Music of the Night

Scandinavian Smorgasbord

Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)

Golden Nuggets

Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)
Scandinavian Smorgasbord (plus Karen Marshalsay)

Music of the Night

No performance

Scandinavian Smorgasbord

Golden Nuggets

Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)
Golden Nuggets

Music of the Night (plus Karen Marshalsay]

Scandinavian Smorgasbord

Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)
Music of the Night

Scandinavian Smorgasbord

Golden Nuggets

Dances (though not necessarily for dancing!)

Karen Marshalsay

One of Scotland’s leading harpers, Karen Marshalsay |
Scottish  harps, gut-strung,
wire-strung and the buzzing, sitar-like bray harp.
Currently wire harp tutor at the Royal Conservatoire
of Scotland, Karen has performed and conducted
workshops at many major festivals worldwide. In 2018
she first guested with the Russian String Orchestra
during the Edinburgh Festival playing her own compo-
sitions, arranged for string orchestra. As well as
performing solo, Karen is currently a member of Boys
of the Lough founder Cathal McConnell's trio. Her
first solo album, “The Road to Kennacraig”, compris-
ing traditional harp music and original compositions,
was released in July 2019.

plays all three




Misha’s Gang: Strings on Fire

Fasten your seatbelt, we’ll take you for a wild musical ride, in which you'll hear more
notes than in a “normal” programme twice that long. And yes, the amount of fun will
grow proportionally as well!

No two shows will be exactly the same; works to be chosen from:

P.I. TCHAIKOVSKY Souvenir de Florence

FELIX MENDELSSOHN Octet

PABLO de SARASATE Navarra

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH Scherzo, Op. 11

GEORG PHILIPP TELEMANN Attack on the Windmills from the Don Quixote Suite
NIKOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV Flight of the Bumble Bee

HENRYK WIENIAWSKI Caprice in a minor

W.A. MOZART Divertimento in D, K.136

W.A. MOZART Turkish March

JOSEPH HAYDN The Lark

GIOACHINO ROSSINI Sonata for strings in C major

ARAM KHACHATURIAN Sabre Dance

GIUSEPPE TARTINI Devil's Trill Sonata for violin and orchestra

PABLO de SARASATE Gypsy Airs for violin and orchestra

HENRYK WIENIAWSKI Faust Fantasy for violin and orchestra
CAMILLE SAINT-SAENS Havanaise for violin and orchestra

GIOVANNI BOTTESINL La Molinara for Double Bass and orchestra
HENRI VIEUXTEMPS Yankee Doodle for violin and orchestra

FRITZ KREISLER Chinese Tambourine for violin and orchestra

IGOR FROLOQV Porgy and Bess Concert Fantasy for violin and orchestra

....PLUS, as always, a few surprises!!
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RUSSIAN STRING ORCHESTRA

Music Director: Misha Rachlevsky

Friday 09
Saturday 10

Thursday 15
Friday 16
Saturday 17
Friday 23
Saturday 24

Seven inspiring concert
programmes in beautiful and
atmospheric surroundings

Old Saint Paul's Church
20:00 (1h 25m)]

Stravinsky & Vivaldi

Arensky & Tchaikovsky

Richard Danielpour world premiere; Vladimir Chernov (baritone)
Grieg, Turina & Liszt; Suzanne Bradbury (piano)

Holst, Schnittke & Weber; Calum Robertson (clarinet)
Beethoven, Schubert & Mozart; John Kitchen (organ)
Serenades: Wolf, Strauss, Wiren, Tchaikovsky & Suk

Weinberg, Lefkowitz & Bekmambetov ['For Misha’s Gang’)

“Dazzlingly impressive and heart-warming; performed with infectious energy”

The Scotsman

Q‘
W WINNER WINNER
The Herald Angels SPigiyt_ of the
Award
EDINBURGH(O s
2017

“Their playing is sublime, with the kind of group understanding that informs the
best string quartets; an unmissable musical highlight” The Herald

Tickets: fringe 0131 226 0000 www.edfringe.com Venue 267
theSpace @ Venue 45 Box Office In association with

63 Jeffrey Street Old Saint Paul’s Church
0131510 2381 T 63 Jeffrey Street

boxoffice.venue45@thespaceuk.com EH1 1DH




